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The Primitive Church and ltd 

Customs. 
I propone, under thin title, to 
write u number of articles on tbe 
antiquities of the Primitive 
Church, together with brief bio 
graphical sketches of wme of 
the moat noted Church Fat hers, 
whose writings have come down 
tu us as monument* bearing evi- 
dence of great learning and the 
deepest piety ; and I shall in- 
clude therein extracts from their 
productions that will be of inter- 
est tc tbe general reader, and to 
those who are seeking to know 
more fully the character ot tbe 
stream that gushed from the aide 
of tbe Fountain of Life, years 
and centuries after it commenced 
to plow its course through the 
regions of siu, as set forth by the 
people who professed to drink 
of ita life-giving water*. 

Christianity, or the doctrine ot 
CbriBt, remains to day, what it 
was when tbe echo of His voice, 
Who spake aa never man spake, 
resounded among the mountains 
of Judea, and tbe now and ebb 
•f truth tilled thousands of inno- 
cent souls ; but Christianity is 
also a name applied to a society 
of people, and they bear that 
same, whether the doctrine they 
maintain and the practice they 
follow is the same aa that given 
by Christ or not. The Chris- 
tianity of Christ is found in tbe 
New Testament Scriptures ; and 
be whodesiree to find that, has 
euly one field to search. 

Therefore, on writing about 
the customs of the Primitive 
Cburcb and ita devoted defend- 
ers, no new doctrine ot Christ 
caa be developed ; but useful 
lessons cam be drawn from the 
historical Church, as well as from 
the writings ot early Christian 
advocates. 

In these articles my own opin- 
ions shall not be allowed to 
darken or distort historical 
truth, and I propose to present 
the facts that are against me, 
with,the same candor and fair- 
ness that I shall those which 
support the views that I advo- 
cate ; and opinions shall be given 
as opinions. 

The main purpose of a ChriB- 
tain life, is to gam tbe incorrupti- 
ble prize, and any conduct that 
tends to lead in that direction, is 
proper and righteous ; but any 
doctrine that is not able to bear 
the light of investigation is only 
lit to be cast out and trodden 
under foot ot men ; and a life 
spent in preparing and setting 
up props to sustain a false doc- 
trine it worse than wasted. 

Observation has taught us that 
few writers in the department* 
ot theology and Chriitian hiafocy 
are impartial ; men are bound 
by tie* more or leas strong, to 
particular communions with 
creeds to 'defend, or stand aa 
champions ot a system 6f belief, 
which they are 1 expected to vin- 


dicate, and that duty, it it may 
be so called, interferes with the 
free and impartial statement of 
truth, or prompts to the admis- 
sion of fajts which can not be 
made to harmonize with or sup- 
port a received dogma. 


Jones* Mill* Items. 
Notwithstanding the severe 
winter the church here is yet 
alive and healthy, and as spring 
advances, she revives in work. 
We had no Sabbath school from 
January tirst until April tweltth, 
when we re- organized for the en- 
aning year. Your correspondent 
was pressed into the service of 
Superintendent, with brother M. 
C. Meyers, Asst. Superintendent 
and Mr. U. G. Weimer, Secre- 
tary. President, Elder James 
Bennett ; Treasurer, brother 
Francis Baker; Librarians, Miss 
Annie Weimer and Emerson 
Bennett ; Choristers, brother M. 
C. Meyers, and sister Emma C. 
Uarmon ; Ushers, Mr. A. G. 
Meyers and Miss Laura Burger. 
A good supply ot competeut 
teachers were chosen, with but 
one exception professors of re- 
ligion, in which I rejoice. I feel 
encouraged with the outlook tor 
the Sunday school cause among 
us. Persons who have hitherto 
been indifferent, are becoming 
interested in the work, and rein- 
forcements are appearing each 
session. Biethreu, work ou, 
pray on ; we are gaining ground. 
To Cod be all the honor and all 
the glory. 

The church has arranged to 
hold a series of meetings, com- 
mencing May 23rd. Elder S. 
Hildebrand will conduct the 
meeting. This will we do if the 
Lord wills it ; and we pray that 
the Lord may bless his labors 
and give him utterance, and that 
our hearts may be well culti 
vated and propared to receive 
tbe truth, so that, sinners may 
be converted, Zion enlarged and 
God's name glorified. 

We expect by the grace of 
God, taithiul labor and fervent 
prayer, to, at least, be able to ae 
pliah some little good, in the 
name of Jesus. May we give all 
the praise to God. Blessed be 
hie holy name forever. 

W. A. Harmon. 


It is greed, and laziness, and 
selfishness, not weariness, or hun- 
ger or cold, that take the dig- 
nity out of a man, and makes 
him look mean. — The Princess 
ash Cr Kb ik. 

Under any Other govenment 
than God's, we oaunot too 
strongly deprecate the idea of 
tbe will of the governor being 
law; but under His, whence but 
from Himself can the law be 
conceived to come? — Dr. Ward- 
law. 

God's mercy is to great that 
it forgives great sins t<> great 
sinners, after great lengths of 
time, and then gives great favors 
and great privilege*, and raises 
us up to great enjoyment* in 
the great heaven ot the great 
God, A* John Bunyao well 
taitb, "It must be great mercy, 
or no mercy ; for little mercy 
will never serve rdy 1 tftfo. — C~. H. 
Spukoeoh. ■ 


Tbe Religions World. 
The second convention of the 
Jewish Ministers' Association 
was held in Philadelphia Ar/ril 
18th and 14th. 

Kev, Joseph Stockbridge, D. 
P., of the U. S. Navy, has been 
placed in a private insane asylum 
at Philadelphia. 

A missionary society of mar- 
ried Chinese women iu San Fran- 
cisco meet monthly, and support 
a Bible woman In their own 
laud. 

A General Eccleeiaeticat Coun 
cil of the Russian Church is to 
be held in tbe near future in the 
city of Kasas. The Bishop I'alla 
dim will preside. 

Tbe son of Merle D'Aubigne, 
the historian ottbe Reformation, 
and whe> bears bis fstbers's 
name, is engaged in the mission- 
ary work in the Savoy. 

The CathMie Mjcawiiter says : 
"There aie upwards of 10,000 
l'rotestant children atteuding 
Catholic educational institutions 
in the United State*. 

Nineteen Winabrennariau 

converts, six men and thirteen 
women, were publicly immersed 
Sunday afternoon, April 12. in 
the raging waters of the Rays- 
town branch of -the Juniata, at 
Sax ton, Pa. 

We have already mentioned 
the reports that the newly elected 
Patriarch of Constantinople was 
taking steps toward a reuuiou of 
the Greek and Homaii Churches. 
It is now declared that the re- 
ports are without foundation. 

Miss Frances E. Willard has 
been slandered by the report 
which represents her as claiming 
a divine revelation in favur of 
woman suffrage. It is very 
unjust to an active, useful, sensi- 
ble woman, whose "revelations" 
are obtained by patient observa- 
tion and thinking. 

According to the reports re- 
ceived by the Lutheran, nearly 
800 persons were received into 
membership with tbe Lutheran 
congregations of Philadelphia 
during Holy Week. The larg- 
est number of coutitmatious re- 
ported was !'!' at St. James' 
German church, Kev, F. W.Wis- 
kotteu, pastor. 

Only 35 Christian Israelites 
were known to be in all England 
at the beginning of this century. 
Since then more than 100 Jews 
have been ordained as clergy- 
men ot the Church of England. 
In one way or another, it is 
thought that 1.500 Jews leave 
the synagogue for the Christian 
church every year. They be- 
comejpastors, professors, physi- 
cians, lawyers, journalists, con- 
suls, military officers, etc. 

The opposition in a colored 
church in Brooklyn, was rs- 
cently effectually silenced by a 
novel method — the passing of the 
contribution boxes. Each party 
contributed in separate boxes ; 
and when the proceeds were 
counted it was found that the 
pastor'* party had given twenty 
dollar*, and the opposition only 
fifty-four cents ; whereupon a 
friendly deacon declared the vic- 
tory for the pastor. "Di* heab 
little editis b 'lungs to u*," he 
said, and he waa understood. 


Sixty-eight ministers of sev- 
eral denominations of New Vork 
and vicinity, being assembled 
recently, passed resolutions 
ot earnest remonstrance against 
the so-called Freedom of Wor- 
ship Bill, and sent a committee 
to Albany to present the remon- 
strance to the Legislature. 

The second anniversary ot the 
Christsan Policeman's Associa- 
tion was held recently in Exeter 
Hall, London. Addresses were 
made by the Bishop of Bedford, 
Charles Spurgeon the younger, 
and several high officials in the 
police department. Tbe associa- 
tion has over sixteen hundred 
members, and it is extending 
among the forces of the cities of 
Great Britain and the colonies. 

While New England Metho- 
ditt Conference was in session, 
one of the members, Rev. Wil- 
liam B rah am, dropped dead at 
the hotel where he and his wife 
were lodged, Tbe Conference 
expressed their sympathy with 
the suddenly afflicted widow, and 
with great delicacy and pro- 
priety, appointed a delegation to 
accompany her on her sad jour- 
ney borne. 

Joseph Cook has been re- 
cently called upon to mourn the 
decease of his father, William 
Henry Cook, who died advanced 
in years, at the family mansion, 
near Lake George. To the dis- 
crimination and incitements of 
his father, the distinguished son 
has often confessed his debt in 
pursuing his long and broad 
course of education a! develop- 
ment. The late Mr. Cook was a 
thoughtful and wide reader, es- 
pecially in the direction of di- 
vinity, an evident lover of Nat- 
ure, and a man ot liberal and 
kindly spirit to his fetlowmen. 
It was a source of regret to 
many of his friends that he did 
iiot make tbe ministry his pro- 
tessiou, so marked were his ar- 
gumentative and oratorical 
gilts. 


at all times well cared for by 
brethren and friends to whom 
we hereby express our apprecia- 
tion and thanks for their many 
kindnesses. 

Churches in Ohio and Indiana 
desiring my services should in- 
form me at once, as I intend to 
work westward during the sum- 
mer. My next Held of operation 
will he the great and renowned 
"Miami V alley." 

I trust the reduction in the 
price ot the board-covered Jlyru- 
nodies will be appreciated hy 
churches and Sunday Schools 
wishing a supply. I can now 
furnish all kinds of binding as 
per price list in another column. 

Address all communications 
to Wilmington, Clin tun county, 
Ohio. J. C. Ewimt. 


X ii sic Notes. 
During our stay at Meyersdale 
we' met a few times for practice. 
On April '2nd, we went to 
Louisville, O., where we began 
work in the Brethren's new 
meeting house, of which the read- 
ers of tbe Evanobi.Ist have been 
informed by other correspond- 
ents. Here we had a very pleas- 
ant and; I hope, profitable series 
of rehearsals iu sacred song ; al- 
though rain and muddy roads 
interfered somewhat with our 
success. In this church, how- 
ever, are some energetic, self- 
sacrificing members, who are not 
battled by ordinary obstacles, but 
are ever at their post ot duty, 
and with such helper* to carry 
on the work, we continued as 
long as we could and meet our 
next engagement, which was at 
the home of my parent* in 
Holmes county, O., on the 16th, 
the event of their golden wed- 
ding. 

On the 20th we arrived at Wil- 
mington, after an absence ot 
eight months ; during which 
time we made many new ac- 
quaintances, as well aa renewed 
many of former years. We were 


Appreciative Word*. 
Editor Evaxuklht : I have 
just finished reading the article 
entitled, "Christ," from the able 
pen of J. 11. Worst. There 
might be worse writers, even 
without the additional t. I lake 
up my pen to thank him for 
every beautiful word contained 
in hie comforting, soul- cheering 
article, llis beautiful pen pic- 
ture of the immaculate Sou of 
God, caused grateful tears to 
flow prolusely. I endorse his 
words : "perish pride, crumble 
avarice : die wickedness and 
every evil thought, and join the 
innumerable caravan tor that 
kingdom wherein no unclean 
thing can enter." It is so con- 
soling to know that "the crude, 
the erudite, the plain and pol- 
ished, the low-born and high- 
born," may be one in Christ; 
that they may be just as beauti- 
ful in the "clean white robes" 
and "crowns ot rejoicing" as 
kings and queens. We read that 
"une star ditfereth from another 
star in glory'' but it does noi fol- 
low that one will be any the less 
brilliant. 0, if I can, through 
the precious blood of cleansing, 
shine in my Father's kingdom 
finally, I will^be content to take 
up my terrible burden, day by 
day, and count it an honor to be 
co- sufferer with dear, loving Je- 
sus. O. for holiness iu place of 
iraperlectneee ! O, for a giving 
up of everything that makes the 
distance greater between me and 
tbe precious Lamb ot God ! O, 
for grace that makes me like the 
Master! 


Wrslt (ill * .in in l*d. —re 'li-l rwar.1, 
I ..nil. 1 L-ollie to The* fur r*wl— 
Come frir grace to wl in* 'fee, 
Ciime, o Lord, 10 learn nf Thee. 
M.in- like The*. I...nl, nmre Ilk, Thee— 
M,.<k in. 1 1 lowly. J ml IlkeThi-v; 
hi.-... .1 t. i,u. : nil, make in* 
More tlk* Thee, Lord, mure like The*. 

With many thanks to Mr- 
Worst for hi* words, and best 
wishes for all that labor for the 
EvANoKLier I will lay aside my 
pen. Mrs. II. Jonm. 


Tried Prleiidtthlp. 
Col. Byrd, of Va. fell into the 
bauds of the Cherokees, and was 
eondemed to death. In the tribe 
was a chief that had before been 
his friend. At the appreaeh of 
the executioner* be threw him- 
self upon their intended vietitu 
saying, "This man is my triend ; 
before you can get at him you 
must kill me," which saved him. 


